As dawn broke over San Marcial on 13 August 1929, it was thriving town with a population of about 1,500.  By nightfall the community was no more.  Heavy rains sent the Rio Puerco out of its banks, and the Rio Grande flood burst the levees at San Marcel.  Upriver, San Acasia, a village of a hundred souls, was entirely swept away.  San Marcial fared better, but most of the homes were adobe, and they melted into nothingness as the water swirled around them.  No human lives were lost in the flood; residents of both communities fled to safety on higher ground.  Livestock were not as fortunate.  Hundreds of animals were swept away and drowned as a four-foot wall of water inundated San Marcial.  About 13,000 acres were covered by flood waters between Socorro and San Marcial. The old railroad bridge at San Marcial washed away in the night
On 24 September the Rio Grande went on another rampage.  This time, San Marcial and Polvadera were completely wiped out. The river suddenly changed course and swept through San Marcial crumbling the half dozen or more adobe houses that had been rebuilt since the August flood.  Only frame buildings remained as the waters of the Rio Grande sloshed around them to a depth of five to eight feet. Fifty-four citizens were marooned in the three remaining buildings: the Santa Fe depot, the Harvey House, and the bank. These fortunate survivors were eventually rescued by boat.

